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2019 was a year of improvement and
celebration for our University Libraries.

Sue Polanka
University Librarian

We completed our capital improvement projects
in December and the facilities are now updated
with new carpet, furniture, elevators, and private
study rooms in the Dunbar Library. Our colleagues
at the Lake Campus also moved into the new
Library and Technology Center during the summer.
As we learned from our user satisfaction surveys
conducted in the fall, students and faculty are
overwhelmingly satisfied with the changes to our
facilities.
We maintained our existing collections and
reinstated a highly used database with new funding
from the university. This was our first collections
budget increase in years. Fundraising for our new
Special Collections & Archives facility surpassed
the $1 million dollar mark and we are now very
close to launching our move. We celebrated the
50th anniversary of the moon landing and prepared
for the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment
by highlighting unique items from Special
Collections in our In The Archives  video series.
Our staff continued to thrive. We maintained
our high-quality level of customer service and
established new partnerships with campus
colleagues like the New Media Incubator. We
bid farewell to four long-time colleagues and
welcomed five new staff members. Staff were
honored for their hard work and commitment to
service with the President’s Award for Excellence
for Outstanding Unit. This award was
well-earned by our outstanding staff and a
welcome announcement at the end of a very
productive year.

ON THE
WEB

This annual report features text that can
be clicked on for more information on our
website. Look for the  icon.

Please enjoy reading about our many
accomplishments and award-winning staff in our
2019 Annual Report.

2019 ANNUAL REPORT

1

2019 New Staff Members
Joanna Anderson
In May, Joanna Anderson 
joined our Instruction and
Research Services department
as the medical and human
services librarian. She is the
liaison for the Boonshoft
School of Medicine and the human services
programs in the College of Education and
Human Services. Joanna holds bachelor’s
degrees in medieval and early modern history
and literature as well as a master’s degree in
library and information science. She brings
over 10 years’ experience.

Heather Back
Heather Back , student
success librarian, joined the
Instruction and Research
Services department in August.
She coordinates first-year
seminar and English composition instruction,
leads the collaboration with the University
Writing Center, and serves as the liaison to
the education programs in the College of
Education and Human Services. Heather has
a bachelor’s degree in English literature and a
master’s degree in information sciences.

Library Staff
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Aaliyah Williams
Aaliyah Williams, library
operations specialist, joined
our Resource Delivery Services
department in September.
She has a bachelor’s degree
in integrated language arts,
earned at Wright State. Aaliyah provides
customer service to faculty, staff, students,
and guests at our circulation desk on the first
floor and serves as a mentor to our student
assistants.

Kayla Hennis

Alex Sanford

In November, Kayla Hennis 
was welcomed to a new position
in our Department of Instruction
and Research Services as
online learning librarian. She
coordinates library services
supporting online learners and provides
multimedia instruction and support in our
Student Technology Assistance Center
(STAC) . Hennis has a bachelor’s degree in
English literature and master’s degrees in library
science and educational technology.

Alex Sanford  was hired
in December as the digital
initiatives and scholarly
communication librarian. As
a member of our Department
of Digital Initiatives and
Repository Services, Sanford advances
scholarly communications efforts and will work
to add scholarly and historical content to our
institutional repository, CORE Scholar . Sanford
holds a bachelor’s degree in international
relations and Asian studies and a master’s
degree in library and information science.

In Memoriam: Willie Moncree Jr.
We mourn the loss of our friend and colleague, Willie Moncree Jr., who passed
away May 11, 2019.
Moncree began working for the University Libraries in April 1995 as a library
technical assistant. He was originally hired as a government documents
assistant and worked on receiving, cataloging, and processing government
documents in our Department of Content Acquisitions and Management.
During the last few years, Moncree worked at our circulation desk, where he
greeted visitors and assisted them with their checkouts and returns.
Moncree was a proud United States Navy Veteran, serving from 1987 to 1994. He was special duty on
the USS Lang FF-1060 from 1987 to 1991, where he and his shipmates provided assistance to Pacific
Gas and Electric after an earthquake hit San Francisco in October 1989. In addition, music played a
large role in Moncree’s life. He played rock and roll, funk, and country music on the bass guitar and
keyboard and liked to sing. Most of all, Moncree enjoyed people—he was easygoing, friendly, and
made you feel right at home in the library. Rest in peace, Willie. You are missed.
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Staff Awards
and Recognition
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StAR Awards
Two staff members were
awarded the libraries’ Staff
Achievement and Recognition
Award (StAR) in 2019. Library
Operations Specialist 2
Chris Duffy received a StAR
Award for her dependability,
loyalty, and commitment to
customer service. Nursing and
Chemistry Librarian Ximena
Chrisagis received her award
for providing proficient and
thorough research instruction
for students and faculty.

CHRIS DUFFY
LIBRARY STAFF RECEIVE YEARS OF SERVICE RECOGNITION

Service Awards

XIMENA
CHRISAGIS

ALAO TEDDY Distinguished Service
Award
Head of Digital Initiatives and
Repository Services Jane
Wildermuth was honored for
distinguished service by the
Academic Library Association
of Ohio (ALAO). Wildermuth
received a TEDDY Award for distinguished
service from ALAO’s Technical Electronic and
Digital Services Interest Group. The TEDDY
Award recognizes significant contributions
to the technical, electronic, or digital services
fields.

Eight library staff members have provided
a combined 140 years of service, and
all but eight of those years were in the
University Libraries. It has been an honor
to work with these outstanding individuals,
all of whom have made significant
contributions. Celebrating their milestone
anniversaries were:
10 years
• Web Developer Lee Davey
• Library Operations Specialist 2
Shannon Michalak
• Library Associate Adrienne Savage
15 years
• Archivist, Preservation, and Cataloging
Manager Toni Vanden Bos
20 years
• Library Associate
Tanya Ellenburg-Kimmet
• Electronic Resources Librarian
Deberah England
25 years
• Government and History Librarian
Ran Raider
30 years
• Engineering and Performing Arts
Librarian Phil Flynn

2019 ANNUAL REPORT

5

The Dunbar
Library Gets
a Makeover!
Come experience the Dunbar Library’s
new look and see our new furniture, study
spaces, and elevators. Using $2 million
from two capital funding awards for deferred
maintenance and modernization, we completed
our carpet and flooring project, outfitted the
library with new furniture, and rebuilt our four
elevators.

Carpeting, Elevators, Furniture
The carpeting project began during the winter
break of 2018. Johnsonite rubber flooring was
installed on all the stair treads, making them
safer to climb, more durable, and easier to clean.
The elevator replacement project began on the
heels of the stairwell project. From May until
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December, two of the four elevators were shut
down and the new stairs got a workout! The new
elevators look amazing and are more accessible
and efficient.
The furniture project was the most fun. Months
were spent analyzing student needs based on
a 2015 Building Use Study. Students wanted
private study rooms, soft, lounge-type furniture,
more quiet study areas, more comfortable study
chairs, and more outlets...and we delivered!
Rather, APG Office Furnishings delivered and
installed more than 600 chairs and seats, 255
tables, and a few hundred additional outlets.
We added some fun surprises of our own: 13
bookable rooms for individuals and groups, and

FitDesks—stationary bikes patrons can use to
exercise while they study, a donation from the
Friends of the Libraries.

Seating and Student Satisfaction
We created cozy quiet spaces and comfortable
areas for groups to meet together. Our seating
options include rocking chairs, wide chairs,
spinning chairs, booths, and study carrels. We
have short tables, tall tables, long tables, and
small tables you can pull right up to your seat.

furniture. Anyone can walk through the library
and see they appreciate the outlets as everyone
is plugged in. We continue to get feedback from
students and monitor which study areas they
prefer. As we see opportunities for improvement,
furniture is reconfigured to fill the gaps.
We appreciate your patronage and look forward
to seeing you curled up with a book in the
Dunbar Library.

We conducted a student satisfaction survey in
the fall, and the results are in—students love the
building improvements! They love the cleanliness
of the new carpet and the variety of new
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Special Collections & Archives had
a very successful year in 2019 with
extra effort and success in outreach,
collection accessibility, and preservation.
Staff members taught 14 sessions to K–12
students on how to use primary sources,
both in local schools and in the Archives.
The Archives hosted 20 individual classes of
Wright State students for orientations. Other
outreach activities included participation in
Wright State’s first-ever Festival of Flight and
the Dayton International Air Show, along with
many exhibits and presentations for local
community groups.

Video Series

Special
Collections &
Archives
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The In The Archives  video series, created
in partnership with the New Media Incubator
and sponsored by the Friends of the Libraries,
resulted in films on Paul Laurence Dunbar,
women’s suffrage, the 50th anniversary of
the first Apollo moon landing, and the Wright
brothers’ Huffman Prairie Flying Field. The
videos were posted on CORE Scholar, the
campus online repository, along with 10
additional digital projects featuring primary
sources from the Archives, with the expertise
of the library’s Digital Initiatives and Repository
Services department.

Growing the Archives
The Archives accessioned 41 new collections
and additions to 87 existing collections,
totaling 206 linear feet of material. The
electronic archive also continued to grow.
We processed and made available 260 linear
feet of material, more than the amount
brought in. Preservation efforts continued with
reformatting of video and audio in several
collections, rehousing of fragile items, and
the completion of the LSTA (Library Services
and Technology Assistance) grant to perform
conservation on selected items from the

Wright Brothers Collection. Staff members also
cleaned and rehoused hundreds of items. A
large-scale survey of scrapbooks was completed
in preparation for digital preservation. Additional
films were packaged and placed in cold storage.
The Archives continued its active participation in
Project STAND to collect and document student
activism on college campuses. It also continued
its Dayton Music History Project to document
Dayton’s popular music history with an active
oral history program.

Fundraising Initiatives
Growth in collections and outreach programming
continued to put pressure on space. The Discover
Your Story campaign to relocate the Archives
to 2455 Presidential Drive across from the
Dayton Campus exceeded the million-dollar
mark in fundraising, bringing the move closer to
reality. Fundraising will continue with the goal
of moving in 2021. The Archives was awarded
a National Aviation Heritage Alliance Grant to
create an aviation outreach programming kit for
use with local schools and special events. Total
fundraising efforts brought in nearly $105,000 for
projects and support.

A Model for Others
Staff continued to teach and mentor graduate
students in the public history program as well as
host two College of Liberal Arts undergraduate
interns. The University Records Management
program gained increased recognition and
compliance across campus and is a model
for other universities across Ohio. Special
Collections and Archives maintained its
worldwide influence through outreach and
reference services. The Archives continued to
be an international source for aviation history
and a national source for local and regional
history, serving researchers, authors, filmmakers,
news media, educators, students, and scholars
worldwide.

FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT

WRIGHT BROTHERS COLLECTION

AVIATION OUTREACH PROGRAMMING
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Materials digitized in 2019 and available
via CORE Scholar
50th Anniversary of the Apollo 11
Moon Landing 
July 2019 marked the 50th
anniversary of the first
moon landing. This series
contains photographs
and excerpts from the
Dayton Daily News and
the Journal Herald. These
materials give users a
glimpse at the impact
of the Apollo 11 mission
from an Ohio historical
perspective.

NEIL ARMSTRONG
RIDING IN THE BACK
OF A CAR IN A
HOMECOMING PARADE
CELEBRATION IN
WAPAKONETA, OHIO,
SEPTEMBER 1969

Project STAND 

Special
Collections
& Archives
Materials
now in
CORE Scholar
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Project STAND (Student Activism Now
Documented) is a movement to collect
materials related to student activism from
college and university campus archives. This
series collects materials related to student
activism on Wright State’s campus from the
University Archives.

Ruth Herr Papers (MS-91) 
Ruth Herr was an art teacher in the Dayton
and Oakwood public schools. The materials in
this collection reflect her interest in women’s
rights and include a constitution and bylaws
for the National Woman’s Party, a speech by
Herr, several copies of the National Woman’s
Party newspaper Equal Rights, and clippings
and miscellaneous material pertaining to the
National Woman’s Party.

Katharine Kennedy Brown Papers
(MS-146) 

Raoul Lufbery
Collection (MS-502) 

Brown was an important figure in the Republican
Party from 1920 until 1968. Materials available in
this collection are speeches and a photograph.

Raoul Lufbery was
well known as one of
the greatest American
flying aces of World War I.
The online materials are
newspaper articles and
photographs from the
collection.

Martha McClellan Brown
Papers (MS-147) 
A nationally known
leader in the temperance
movement, as well as a
strong advocate of women’s
rights and suffrage, Martha
McClellan Brown lectured
widely in the United States
and Great Britain and
held important posts in
MARTHA MCCLELLAN
the Independent Order
BROWN
of Good Templars and the
National Prohibition Party.
She was also one of the founders of the Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union and edited a weekly
temperance newspaper. The materials available
online include speeches, correspondence,
photographs, and ephemera.

Wright Company Glass Plate Negative
Collection (MS-398) 
This collection is a selection of images from the
Wright Company Glass Plate Negative Collection
of the Wright Company factory and the Wright
School of Aviation.

Occupy Dayton Oral History Project
(MS-499) 
This project includes oral histories of six
participants and leaders of the Dayton
manifestation of the Occupy Wall Street
movement that began in New York City in late
summer 2011.

WORLD WAR I FLYING
ACE RAOUL LUFBERY

Dayton Music History Project Records
(MS-607) 
The Dayton Music History Project documents,
preserves, and provides access to the history and
culture of the pop and vernacular music scenes,
including but not limited to jazz, blues, rock,
funk, R&B, and alternative music, that thrived
in Dayton over the mid-to-late 20th century. The
digitized materials include oral histories from
prominent local figures.

Charles F. Horn Papers (MS-629) 
Charles F. Horn was born in Bellefontaine,
Ohio, in 1925. Horn served the public in many
different local and state government roles,
including Kettering councilman, Kettering
mayor, Montgomery county commissioner, and
Ohio Senator. Throughout his public service
career, Horn was involved in various local,
state, and federal political initiatives involving
technology, international accord, volunteerism,
and economic growth. The selected materials
available online include correspondence,
campaign materials, speeches, and photographs
pertaining to Horn’s political career.
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StudentCentered
Activities
Scarf Frenzy
The Fourth Annual Scarf Frenzy took place in
February 2019 on the Dunbar Library’s second
floor. This event was sponsored by the Wright
State Service Knitting and Crocheting Circle,
Women’s Center, and University Libraries.
Hundreds of scarves, hats, mittens, and other
warm winter items were created and donated by
Wright State volunteers to help keep students
warm in the winter months. Ironically, the event
was originally scheduled for January and had to
be postponed due to the campus closure during
the 2019 polar vortex.

Game Night
Library Game Night returned in 2019 after a
one-year hiatus! Lifted by an energetic core of
Library and CaTS volunteers, plus sponsorships
and donations from across campus, the event
highlighted our library as a welcoming and fun
place for new and returning students.
The event featured board, computer, and
video games, plus plenty of free food. Two
library-themed escape rooms offered something
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new. Another addition was the attendance
prize drawing. The library was divided into a
Tabletop Zone, Console Zone, eSports Zone, and
Escape Zone, each with a focus on a different
type of game. Three student organizations—the
Adventurer’s Guild, the Tabletop Club, and the
Collegiate eSports Club—helped monitor the
gaming areas, along with volunteers. If a student
visited every zone, their name was entered in a
drawing for one of ten $5 gift cards to Starbucks.
More than 200 students and others attended the
annual event at the start of the Fall Semester on
August 30, enjoying games, pizza, and snacks.
A survey was sent to all attendees a few weeks
later. The feedback was extremely positive, with
most respondents indicating they plan to attend
Game Night in 2020. Some ideas for future Game
Nights include doing more with mobile gaming,
offering a greater variety of console games,
having our own escape-room kits in the library,
and gathering more donated prizes from across
campus.
Funding, equipment, and volunteers were
supplied by CaTS, Friends of the Libraries,

Residence Life and Housing, Student Affairs,
Student Involvement and Leadership, University
Center for International Education, and
University Libraries.

DeStress for Success
The libraries offered a series of programs and
activities December 2–12 designed to help
students relax and enable them to develop
good mental and emotional health practices—
perfect preparation for finals week! The events
were open to all students, faculty, and staff. The
initiative was led by Student Success Librarian
Heather Back, with support from the Friends of
the Libraries, the Wright State University Barnes
& Noble Bookstore, and Wright State Campus
Recreation. In Heather’s words, “...the library
wants to help students relieve worry and anxiety
so they can go through finals week with a clear
mind.”
Guests could take part in the self-serve options
such as meditation stations, study snacks
(donated by the Friends of the Libraries),
coloring, and stuffed (animal) therapy. Maker

stations allowed students to relax by making
buttons, Zen gardens, jewelry, collages, or Play
Doh “sculptures.” The library also partnered
with the Academic Success Centers to offer
study support, with Campus Recreation to offer
mindfulness yoga, and with 4 Paws for Ability
WSU to offer the very popular Fuzz Therapy.
One innovation this year was the FitDesk Relay.
Highlighting the exercise bikes on the second
floor of our library, participants could post a
picture of their completed time and distance to
Twitter or Instagram and tag the library to be
entered in a prize drawing. Prizes were donated
by Barnes & Noble.
Guests were able to provide quick feedback
on what they liked and what they might want
to participate in next year. Ideas for future
events include T-shirt making, rock painting, and
making rice socks. As we continue to offer these
programs, we want students to know the library
is here to help in any way possible!
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Research Toolkit
Expands Options
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Research Toolkit
Background
The Instruction and
Research Services
department has offered
eight standalone
information literacy
workshops, collectively
called the Research Toolkit, since 2014.
In the first several years, these workshops were
offered in the library throughout the academic
year. Student feedback showed that 94 percent
of students who attended a workshop felt
more confident in their research abilities, and
instructors regularly commented that they
could tell when the student had attended a
workshop. In response to student and faculty
interest in making these workshops more
accessible to students who couldn’t attend in
person, online versions of the content were
also created.

2019 Statistical Study
Grant funding from the Academic Library
Association of Ohio (ALAO) and the Friends
of the Libraries was used to partner with
the campus Statistical Consulting Center
to investigate the relationship between
attendance at the Research Toolkit workshops
and student success outcomes. The findings
were dramatic—undergraduate students
who attended at least one Research Toolkit
workshop were 24 percent more likely to return

the following semester than students who did
not attend. The full report and summary are
available at the Research Toolkit Studies
LibGuide .
These results were shared with administration,
faculty, advisors, and student leaders in Fall
2019 presentations and continue to be used
to discuss the library’s role in supporting
students. Next steps will include investigating
whether similar results can be seen for
students who complete the workshops online.

Additional Online Workshops
Grant funding from the Wright State University
Foundation’s Students First Fund was used to
create two additional online Research Toolkit
workshops and Pilot modules. Wright State’s
New Media Incubator helped to add:
•

Citing Your Sources  : An overview of
the reasons for citing, guidelines for
when to cite and when it’s not necessary,
and how to find answers to questions
about formatting.
• Simple Steps to Reading Scholarly
Articles  : Strategies to help students
read complex scholarly articles in
a strategic way to enhance their
understanding and comprehension.
The Instruction and Research Services
department is working with the New Media
Incubator to update the More-than-Books
Research Toolkit, to reflect the improved spaces
and services offered in the renovated Dunbar
Library.
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Lake Campus
Library and
Technology Center
Opening
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JAMON FLOWERS ASSISTS STUDENTS IN THE NEW LIBRARY AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER

Lake Campus opened its new Library
and Technology Center in August.
Students, faculty members, and staff can use
this 2,000-square-foot open concept area for all
research needs, including OhioLINK services,
Interlibrary Loan, one-on-one research
assistance with library staff, and access to any
print and media resources.
The center is in the newly expanded Andrews
Hall. The $2.8 million, 7,000-square-foot
expansion was funded with capital fund
monies and donations from businesses in the
Celina area.
Dunbar Library staff assisted with moving the
physical collection into the new space.
Forty-six boxes of books and media resources
were unpacked and over 1,500 items were
inventoried and shelved. Dunbar librarians
also purchased 140 new titles for the library
opening.

scanning, and a Laptops2Go program for
students. Students can also borrow iPads,
headphones, and microphones.
The new space boasts a presentation practice
room equipped with a Simplink monitor for
group work or meetings. This can be booked by
students for two hours. The computing areas
and study spaces are available 24/7 and the
library is staffed Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Library and Technology Center Director Jamon
Flowers also offers multimedia assistance to
patrons, including video and audio editing,
Pilot support, and workshops for our Choose
Ohio First scholars.

About the Library
The library also offers six computer
workstations (both Mac and PC), printing and
OPEN CONCEPT STUDY AREA

2019 ANNUAL REPORT
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WRIGHT STATE
ALUMA ANN
WEISGARBER
SIGNS BOOKS
AT THE FRIENDS
ANNUAL
LUNCHEON

Friends of
the Libraries
2019 Highlights
The Friends of the Libraries supports the
Wright State University Libraries’ mission
to provide quality research services,
materials, and library spaces for students,
faculty, staff, and the Miami Valley
community. The Friends provided support for
the Library Student Assistant Awards, the Legacy
Book program, Top Scholars, staff grants, and
equipment and funding for events like Game
Night and National Library Week.

Scholarships, Top Scholars
In 2019 the Friends awarded $5,500 in
scholarships to 11 Library Student Assistant
Award recipients at their spring and fall LSAA
receptions. The recipients included Heather
Cagle, Rebekah Colliver, Kathryn Lyphout, Krishel
Stout, Daniel Talkington, and Aaliyah Williams in
spring 2019; and Brandi Allen, Maria Hess, Kayla
Lee, Zyanya Menchaca-Howell, and Kyle Wilson
in fall 2019.
On April 5, seven students were honored as the
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Top Scholar for their college. The Top Scholars
program began in 1995 as a collaboration
between the Wright State Parents Association
and the Friends of the Libraries. Honorees
are selected by the deans of each college and
the Lake Campus. Recipients are presented
a certificate and book. The book becomes a
permanent part of the University Libraries’
collections and contains a bookplate with the
student’s name, major, and award. Top Scholars
and Friends of the Libraries Board members
pictured above right. The list of Top Scholars and
the book titles are available on the Libraries’
news blog .

Grant Proposals
The Friends board approved funding for two
library staff grant proposals at its March meeting.
The first award was to provide registration costs
for library staff to attend statewide conferences
that would enhance their professional
development and enable them to stay responsive
and proactive in addressing the changing needs

2019 TOP SCHOLARS WINNERS WITH
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARIES BOARD MEMBERS

of the Wright State community. Approximately 13
staff members will benefit. The second grant was
to allow for continued high school instructional
outreach. The funds will pay full or partial
transportation costs for five to eight high schools
to visit the libraries for hands-on research with
a librarian. Funds will also be used to create
marketing materials and pay postage to advertise
the use of our online Research Toolkit workshops
to local high school teachers.

Friends Events
Nearly 60 Friends, library staff, community
members, and guests attended the Friends’ 41st
Annual Luncheon on April 17. Author and Wright
State alumna Ann Weisgarber (pictured above
left) shared how libraries, archives, and the
research process impacts her work as an author.
At the conclusion of the luncheon, she met with
guests and signed copies of her novels, The
Personal History of Rachel Dupree, The Promise,
and The Glovemaker. Special Collections &
Archives showcased an impressive display of

materials featuring local authors.
A photo contest sponsored by the Friends took
place in October. Fifteen students submitted a
total of 57 images. Three winners were selected.
The photos will be used for marketing, social
media, and computer screensavers. Winners 
were: first place, Jessica Fugett; second place,
Jarrod Davis; and third place, Molly Nelson.
A new book club sponsored by the Friends,
Wright State Alumni Association, and Wright
State Retirees kicked off September 24 with a
discussion of the debut novel by Julia Phillips,
Disappearing Earth. The November 19 selection
was Salt Houses by Hala Alyan, winner of the
2018 Dayton Literary Peace Prize for Fiction.
More about the Friends and information on how
you can support great causes like these can be
found at the Friends of the Libraries  website.
Join us!
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Library Challenges
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The University Libraries’ mission is to
provide exceptional research services
and resources to facilitate faculty and
student success. In 2018, we reported on
the challenges that affected us as we strove
to fulfill this mission. In 2019, an increase
to the materials budget, receiving state
capital funding to update facilities in the
Dunbar Library, and the addition of a new
librarian position allow those challenges to be
addressed but not eliminated.

Budget
For the first time since FY2012, the Libraries’
materials budget, which had been cut by
more than 20 percent between FY 2012 and FY
2019, was increased enough to compensate
for inflation and allowed full access to the
IEEE Electronic Library to be reinstated.
Because of this increase, there were no
additional cancellations of journal or database
subscriptions in FY 2020 and book purchases
resumed.
While we are grateful for the budget increase,
challenges remain. Inflation is an ongoing
concern. If we revert back to flat or decreased
budgets, resources will again need to be
canceled. In addition, our budget is still
very tight and does not allow us to replace
subscriptions canceled between FY 2012 and
FY 2019; neither does it allow new resources
to be added in response to new programs
and initiatives or changing faculty research
interests.

Staffing
The Libraries were able to add one new
position in 2019 and were able to fill vacancies
as they occurred. However, the staff is still
far smaller than it was even three years ago.
This reduced staffing translates into reduced
service hours, fewer workshops, and curtailed
outreach activities.

Facilities
Many improvements were made in the Dunbar
Library in 2019. The capital funding allowed
the library to install new carpet, purchase new
furniture, and create private study rooms.
These changes have been well received by
users.
As we noted in our 2018 annual report, that
funding did not address the needs of Special
Collections & Archives. The primary need is
a larger facility to continue to accept new
collections, one that offers the controlled
environment needed to adequately protect
the Archives’ unique and priceless collections.
The proposed move to 2455 Presidential Drive
would resolve these issues, but lack of funding
continues to delay the process.
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Paul Laurence
Dunbar Library had

458,000 visitors


Over 16,000 print
and ebooks
were added to collection

600
instructional
classes and
programs

12,800
attendees

2019
Library Statistics



Website
received over

350,000 visits



Over 21,000
items loaned
to libraries around
the world through
our Interlibrary
Loan program
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16,805 total linear feet
in Special Collections
& Archives

530,000
worldwide downloads
in CORE Scholar


67,000 requests
for assistance
at service points in
the Dunbar Library,
including Special
Collections & Archives
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937-775-2525

libraries.wright.edu
@WrightStateUniversityLibraries
@Wright State University Libraries
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@dunbarlibrary
@dunbarlibrary

